
         

little voices
BIG NEWS

For those of you that were at Ekidna 
last April, you may remember we put 
out our first newsletter with a lot of 
information regarding the building of 
our new pre-school and babies room. 
We also said that we would look to put 
out a newsletter every 6 to 8 weeks. 

Well, its fair to say that we under 
estimated all that would be involved in 
building, fitting out, opening and filling 
our new centre and babies rooms. So 
here we are a year on from opening 
and we have finally found the time to 
provide some long overdue information 
to you.
We will indeed be aiming to have 
a newsletter from now on, every 2 
months.
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EKIDNA UPDATE
So many things have 
taken place over the 
last 12 months that 
we wouldn’t be able 
to fit it all in, we will 
however try to give 
you a summary of 
some of the main 
things that have 
happened, and a bit 
more detail on the 
recent past and near 
future activities.

Firstly the new 
pre-school and 
new babies room 
are officially 12 
months old (Happy 
Birthday!). It has 
been an amazing 12 months with all 
of the ups and downs that such a large 
project entails. 

We have had a great response from the 
community and we are basically full 
across both centres as of last month. 
Thanks so much to all our existing and 
new families for supporting Ekidna 
Kinda’s expansion and entrusting us to 
the care and education of your beautiful 
children, it really is our pleasure to have 
them with us.

Also a huge thank you to all of our 
wonderful existing and new staff that 
have been through this journey of change 
with us. We are very blessed to have such 
wonderful educators working with the 
children and families, we couldn’t do this 
without them.
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2014 Requirements
As you would all be aware our letters for 
Family’s needs for 2014 have been put 
out, please complete and return them 
ASAP if you missed the Sept 2 deadline. 
Our Possums that are moving to the Pre-
School will be visiting their new rooms 
around mid October, this will give them 
an opportunity to experience their new 
environment, we will have an afternoon 
for Parents to do the same around that 
time.  
Just a reminder  that children bring their 
own morning tea, lunch and afternoon 
tea in the Emu and Kookaburra rooms. 

Our Christmas Party is on Saturday 
23rd November 2013 at Rugby Park, 
Flinders Road South Nowra from 3pm 
to 5pm.  We will have jumping castles 
and face painting, Santa has put it in his 
diary so he will be there to give all our 
children a present and say hello. Each 
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A remarkable and rewarding 12 months...
New pre-school and babies room, one year on!  
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What’s New

Possums 
RoomParent 

Committee
Down on the Farm..

A big thanks..

family brings a plate of food to share, 
we would like to ask that the Emu and 
Kookaburra children bring food suitable 
for the Parents, and the Joey’s, Koala’s, 
Bilby’s and Possum’s bring food suitable 
for the children. Ekidna will provide the 
drinks for all.

Our Before and After School Care room 
is filling up fast, make sure you have 
your expression of interest in for 2014 if 
you think you might need care, send me 
an email at:
loretta@ekidnakinda.com.au

Survey
On the 13th of August we sent out a 
survey to all parents via email. This 
was the first time that we have used 
an online survey tool, and we would 
like to thank you all so much for your 
participation. We have recieved over 60 
responses to the survey which is about 
a 30% response, and is nearly 4 times as 
many responses as we used to get via 
paper surveys in the past.
We had some very complimentary 
comments on Ekidna as well as some 
wonderfully constructive feedback. We 
will take some time to digest and discuss 
the survey results and come back to you 
with our thoughts and ideas from your 
feedback, thanks again!!
Matthew, Susannah and Loretta...

We are currently exploring an interest 
in farm animals, and the children have 
been engaging in singing farm songs 
and reading farm 
related books during 
group-time and we 
are looking forward 
to creating our farm 
dramatic play area.  
Keep an eye out for 
this as the children 
are very excited to be 
creating and playing 
in this space. 

We have also been 
focusing on greeting 
others, taking turns, 
sharing and empathy 
through the PALS 

The Ekidna Parent Committee would 
like to thank all the families who have 
supported our fundraising efforts this 
year. We have raised over $2800.00 
which goes towards resources for all of 
the children.

This is what we have used our funds for 
so far this year.

•   We subsidised the Pre School 
excursion to St Johns High school 
to celebrate NAIDOC week. 

•  We contributed to the centre 
visits of Matildas Farm and Life 
Education

•  We purchased Dinosaurs and 

(Playing and Learning to socialize) 
program during our large morning 
group-time. This is an important step in 
the children’s development in interacting 
with others and is an essential element 
to their  progression to the older age 
groups and to the school readiness 
program.

With the help of the children’s name tags, 
we have been using the transition to the 
bathroom time to help the children start 
to recognize their own name, which 
is another important developmental 
milestone we are encouraging. 

Lastly, some other fun things taking 
place are, the learning of “Twinkle 
Twinkle Little Star” in sign language 
which the children are really enjoying 
and exploring playdough with scissors to 
allow fine motor development through 
the correct scissor grip.

If you have any questions regarding your 
child’s education and care, please feel 
free to come and see us!!

The Possums Team..

Animals for the Puggles and 
Ekidna rooms.

• We purchased 4 train sets for 
the Ekidna centre.

Lainie, Liz and Karly and currently 
writing a wish list so we can spend 
another $1000.00 after the huge 
success of the pie drive.
In term 4 we have 2 events organised, 
a family photo session and a new 
fundraiser perfect for summer. We will let 
you know as it gets closer.
The Parent committee also host the 
Family Christmas Party which this year 
will be held on Saturday November 
23rd from 3-5pm. More details to come 
soon.
The parent committee meets 4 times a 
year, on the 2nd Tuesday of each term. If 
you would like to come along and discuss 
what happens at Ekidna Kinda or have 
comments and suggestions we would 
love to see you there.  The next meeting 
is October 15th at 6pm, or please call Kim 
on 0422970570 or email:
ekidnaspandc@gmail.com
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Engaging in an evolving 
curriculum that reflects 
and enriches the lives of 
children.
Firstly, we’d like to extend a huge 
‘welcome’ to Klara, who has recently 
taken the role of Teacher in the room 
on Monday and Tuesdays, job sharing 
with Sharyn.
We would also like to extend a 
“Thankyou”, to both Natalie (Abbey’s 
mum) and Claire (Beau’s mum), who 
both came into the room, extending 
the children’s knowledge and interest 
in Hairdressing. At this time we had 
a “Hairdressing Salon” set up in our 
dramatic play corner. This was a 
wonderful experience, extending the 
children’s knowledge, as they both 
shared their skills as hairdressers 
by styling Emma’s hair. All of the 
children demonstrated interest and an 
inquisitive nature as they observed and 
listened, asked questions etc.... 

If other parents or family members 
have skills or interests that they would 
like to share with the children we are 
keen for you to arrange a time to come 
in and enhance our program. Another 
form of sharing ideas, comments 
or suggestions is to give written 
contributions in our room “Feedback 
book”. This is located next to the sign in 
and out sheets in the room.  All family 
participation and contributions are 
encouraged and valued.
Recently we have planned and created 
a “Post Office” as our dramatic play 

What’s New 

Kookaburras
Room 
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area. All of the children have been 
playing in the area, cooperating 
with each other and negotiating 
roles and relationships in their 
play episodes. 
As an extension on this area 
the children have been eagerly 
writing / drawing letters to their 
families. We will be posting these 
to their homes in a couple of 
weeks. The children have been 

very excited about being involved in 
this process.
Our interest in socio-dramatic play 
has also extended into the outdoor 
curriculum. At present we have a 
camping area, a gem fossicking pit and 
a mechanics workshop set up.

Our Garden continues to grow and 
develop. During winter we have 
been nourishing the soil. During the 
last month we have began planning 
plantings. We have established one 
garden as a sensory area, reflecting an 
interest in the senses – touch, smell, 
sight and taste. The other 2 gardens 
will be vegetable gardens, evolving as 
spring approaches.  

An interest stemming from the gardens 
has been our exploration of worms. We 
have observed worms  digging in the 
garden; we moved this observation into 
the room as we set up a worm hotel / 
observation tower; we have created 
a worm compost bin, recycling some 
of our food scraps to enrich the soil in 
our garden; conducted experiments 
relating to what worms like to eat and 
how worms react to light. During these 
experiences the children have been 
developing skills and processes such as 
problem solving, inquiry, hypothesising, 
researching and investigating.

Our “Sharing Wall” continues 
to grow. During the last 
couple of months many 
children have been bringing 
in items of interest to share 
with their friends during 
our Sharing group time. 
It is amazing to have the 
opportunity to observe 
the children’s emerging 
skills relating to reporting 
to the group, listening to 
their friends, asking and 

answering questions etc....

In block corner we have established a 
box city as an extension of the children’s 
play and construction of roads etc.... 
The children planned and contributed 
all of the ideas relating to what should 
be in our city. We then created the 
city using boxes and paint, with the 
children writing signs to communicate 
their ideas.

We have also recently revisited and 
added to our feelings and ideas on 
“What we do in our room”, in relation to 
being gentle to ourselves and others; 
being careful with our own and other 
peoples work; taking care of our health 
and safety; and looking after our 
environment.
We are currently exploring and 
discovering books, reflecting Book 
Week. We are discussing why we have 
books and read and listen to books; 
how we use books and our favourite 
books. We have also been borrowing 
books from the library, discussing what 
a ‘Library’ is, etc... 

As an extension of the children’s 
confidence and pride in their name 
writing along with increasing 
their sense of belonging, we have 
established an area for the children to 
sign in and out each day. The children 
are demonstrating an extreme 
enthusiasm to this idea.
There is lots of documentation 
around our room sharing our evolving 
curriculum. Please feel welcome to 
take time to look around, observe 
the photos, read the observations, 
read your child’s contributions to our 
sharing time and other group times.

Sharyn, Emma, Klara and Heidi

a friendly reminder... just reminding parents of our sickness policy and the specfic exclusion periods related to illness. If
your child is sent home with a temperature or has vomited, they will need to remain away from the centre for a period of
24 hrs from the last identified illness, to assist in the wellness of all staff and children. Thanks so much for your help in this..



Transition to School 
Evening

In the second half of each year, the 
pre-schoolers embark on a program 
at Ekidna that involves becoming 
ready to transition to school. 

In conjunction with this, we also 
hold an evening for the parents to 
have the opportunity to receive 
information about what to expect 
in the first few months of school 
and ask questions or discuss any 
concerns that they may have.

This years night was really well 
supported with a great group of 
parents attending in the Kookaburra’s 
room to listen to Liz and Sharyn run 
through an informative presentation 
about the key differences between 
pre-school and “big school”. 

Thanks also to Fiona Lam, who 
also attended to pass on some 
information regarding some of the 
social challenges that the children 
may face and how to teach them 
resilience in the face of potential 
difficult social situations with peers. 

This night will 
be held again 
next year, so 
any future 
school leavers 
keep it in 
mind..
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What’s New

Emu Room

TIn the emu room we have been 
engaging in an evolving curriculum 
that reflects the children’s lives and 
interests.
We have recently begun exploring 
space as it became apparent that 
the topic of space was in many 
of the children’s interactions and 
conversations. The children shared 
with the group what they already 
knew about space before we began 
researching using books and the 
internet to find out more. The idea 
then suggested that we create a 
space centre. Together the children 
listed what they thought we needed 
to create a space centre and the 
project began. Our space centre is 
now filled with space drawings, the 
solar system, the moon, stars and 
flying saucers. Our last project is to 
create a rocket and our space centre 
will be complete! The children have 
enjoyed this process learning lots on 
the way!
Our interest in socio- dramatic play 
has also extended into the outdoor 
curriculum where the children at 
present have the opportunity to 
explore different roles in the camping 
area, a gem fossicking pit and the 
mechanics workshop. 
The Emu children also had a recent 
addition to our room… our pet axolotl 
Foxtail. Foxtail was named by the 
children after different names were 
suggested and a vote was taken. The 
children are taking responsibility for 
him by cleaning his tank, changing 
his water and feeding him regularly. 
The children also enjoy watching him 
as he swims happily around his tank.
In block corner, the educators 
provided photos of different 
constructions with blocks to 
encourage planning and working as 
a team to achieve the final product. 
This has encouraged the children to 
move onto building bigger and better 
block constructions originating from 
their own imagination and ideas. 
The children are continuing to build 
on the ability to work as a team and 
problem solving skills.

Our drawing centre has also been 
flowing with creativity. The children 
have been expressing their ideas 
through their drawings which have 
also begun to be complimented with 
children’s writing. The children have 
showed an interest in writing different 
words that already know and also 
discovering words with support from 
an educator.
We are currently exploring books 
written by Mem Fox. We have 
currently been reading Possum 
Magic, The Magic Hat, Hunwick’s Egg, 
Ten Little Fingers, Ten little Toes, A 
Particular Cow and Wilfred Gordon 
MacDonald Partridge. We have also 
been discussing what we should do 
in book corner and how and why our 
books should be looked after. 
Sharing time has become a daily 
segment of our routine. The children 
are enjoying bringing in items of 
interest that they would like to share 
with their peers. The children are 
becoming more confident in standing 
in front of the group, presenting and 
recalling information, answering 
questions as well as listening to their 
friends and asking questions. 
As an extension of the 
children’s confidence 
in writing their 
name along with 
increasing their sense 
of belonging the 
children will be given 
the opportunity to 
sign in and out each 
day. 

Amy, Rhianion and 
Liz

Interest based play and 
development.

What to expect at school.



EDUCATORS NEWS
Over the last few months we have had a number of key staff join us at Ekidna. In no particular order 
please welcome to the centre Klara Barak (Kookaburras Monday, Tuesday & Emus Wednesday), Jae 
Henderson (Bilbys Monday, Tuesday & Wednesday), Paige McMaster (Koalas, Monday, Tuesday & 
Wednesday) & Danielle Ball (OSHC, Monday, Tuesday & Wednesday). We are also busy attending events 
to assist us to continue our high quality care and some of these are listed below:

- Matthew, Karly, Liz  attending EYLF ACECQA Conference on 12th and 13th September

- Sharyn attending sustainability conference Fri 16th September 

- Elyssa attending asthma and anaphylaxis training on 26th September

- Stephanie and Trudy attended a “Positive Guidance of Children “ workshop July 

- Karly and Liz attended Communication and Team building workshop/training

- Candy attended Gowrie training on Aboriginal Education and the NQS and Assessment in the Early 
Years in August

- Whole Service attended in-service/training on Occupational Therapy

- Liz, Stephanie, Sharyn, Mandy, Kristy, Rhianon, attended Questacon/Science in-service.

What’s New

Joeys Room
We would like to Welcome our 
new babies and their families who 
recently joined the Joey’s room, we 
are enjoying getting to know you all.

The Joey children have been super 
busy lately, some of our babies have 
developed new skills such as rolling, 
crawling and starting to take some 
steps unassisted, Congratulations 
and well done!

Our older Joey children have been 
very excited by some of the new 
stimulating opportunities we have 
been offering them. We have been 
focusing on small group 
time, where the children 
have enjoyed learning 
songs such as “5 Green 
Speckled Frogs” “3 Jelly 
Fish” and old McDonald 
Has a Farm through finger 
play and felts . 

These opportunities 
encourage the children to 
develop the skill of sitting 
for short periods of time as 
a group and engaging in a 
group activity and storey 
time, which they love.

The older children are also learning 
colours, matching pictures and 
completing more challenging puzzles 
with Educators assistance.  We plan 
to continue our intentional teaching 
with the older children by introducing 
them to beginners scissors with 
dough, more complex puzzles, further 
colour recognition and sorting, just to 
mention a few.

We would love to hear from our families 
about what your child is up to at home. 
If you have any questions please come 
and have a chat.

Lots of fun and learning from the 
Joey’s

Ekidna Kinda
54 Yalwal Road

WEST NOWRA NSW 2541
www.ekidnakinda.com.au

(02) 4422 0800

Developing new skills
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Important Dates 
Each year the Parent committee works 
with the Ekidna team to come up 
with a range of exiting events for the 
children and parents. 

As you can appreciate that it is 
impossible to invite everyone to each 
event, so only families that attend on 
the day of the event are able to come 
to this event. 

We do attempt to spread the days 
across all events. Please see below 
a list of the forthcoming events that 
have been confirmed.

School Photos

Mon Sept 2nd - Frid Sept 6th 

Parent Committe Meeting

Tues October 15th - 6pm

Ekidna Kinda Christmas Party

Sat November 23rd

Swag Full of Instruments 

Tues November 26th



What’s New

Bilbys Room

The year is racing by as we run 
into August. Candy, Jae and Nyssa 
would first like to thank our families 
for returning the mid-year report 
feedback sheet. We encourage parent/
carer contributions. As parents we 
believe you know your child’s needs, 
wants and interests more than anyone. 
We would love to continue to share 
any ideas or thoughts you may have 
about our program, to enrich your 
child’s day. You can do this by reading 
and contributing to our program (on 
the white board as you enter our 
room) and talking with Jae, Nyssa or 
Candy. Working together is essential 
in providing an optimal learning 
environment for your child. We would 
love to hear from you

Program
We have been very busy this year 
as we explored colours, shapes, 
counting, social manners e.g., sharing, 
greeting and fare welling, good health 
and hygiene practices, control and 
ability with our bodies, e.g., dancing 
following steps, ball skills, expressive 
creative art, life cycle and care of 
our chicken’s, respect for living and 
non-living and empathy for others to 
name a few. We have explored these 
topics and more, in formal group time 
session’s and indoor and outdoor play 
experiences.

Sun Safety
Reminder-As we begin to enjoy the 
warm weather, keep in mind Ekidna 
Kinda has a, “Sun Safety Policy” to 
ensure your child is safe in the sun. We 
ask you to please dress your children 
in sun safe clothing, no singlet tops or 
sleeveless garments of any kind a broad 
brimmed hat and sunscreen applied 
before you arrive or before you leave 
home in the morning. You can find 
sunscreen in a tub on the corner shelf 
outside the Bilby door Spare Clothes
Reminder-Please ensure your child 
has spare clothes, clearly labeled. Any 
unlabeled clothing will be placed in 
the lost property baskets in the foyer. 

Rest Nappies
Reminder- Please be sure to pack your 
child a rest nappy if they require one. 
Rest nappies are to be placed in the 
blue basket on the top of the lockers.

Lockers
As you may have noticed our locker 
tags are regularly missing for various 

reasons. Bilby educators have 
spent time educating the children 
on how to use the tags but have 
been unsuccessful. Bilby educators 
have decided to stop using locker 
tags and replace this system with 
allocated lockers placing each 
child’s name on a locker chart. We 
hope this will limit confusion for 
educators, children attempting to 
put items away to foster self-help 
skills and parents searching for 
belongings.

Rest Time
Reminder- please remember your 
child needs to bring a clearly 
labeled rest sheet each day for 
rest time.

Door Reminder
Please ensure you re-lock and close all 
doors as you enter and exit each door 
to ensure 
the safety 
of our 
children.

The Bilby 
Team

Interest based play and 
development.
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Road Safety
At the last parent committee meeting 
we talked about what we could do as 
a community to improve the safety 
of not only our children and families 
but also the families in our wider 
community.
We hope to expand this program but 
are starting with our car park area.
Please remember the speed limit in 
our carpark is 5km/hour. Please watch 
for children walking to and from cars 
in to both centre gates. 

Ekidna Kinda, all outdoor areas and 
the car park are STRICLTY no smoking 
areas.  Smoking with a child under 16 
in the car is also against the law and 
is an on the spot fine of $250 for each 
instance.

Please do not leave your children in 
the car unattended. Since 1998 the 
legislation in NSW states that a child 
or baby under 12 is not to be left in the 
car unsupervised. The penalty for this 
offense carries a fine of $22,000.00. 
The carers at Ekinda Kinda have a 
duty of care to our children and are 
required to report all instances to the 
department of community services.

While driving in the Ekidna Kinda car 
park please refrain from using your 
mobile or other electronic device.  It 
only takes a second to be distracted 
and unable to stop if a child walks out 
in front of your car. The statistics for 
the dangers of using a mobile phone 
while driving are very confronting 
and we ask that you respect the law 
while in the car park for the safety of 
all our families.

Regards,
The Ekidna Parent Committee



What’s New

Rosellas Room
Out of School Hours Care (OSHC)

Thank you to all our wonderful 
children for their fantastic suggestions 
for a name for our room. After much 
consideration and discussion we will 
now be known as the Rosella Room. 
The children have 
been enjoying 
craft experiences 
including, plaster 
painting, paper 
mache, collage 
construction and 
grass heads. We 
have also been 
continuing with 
our space theme 
through model 
construction 
of the Solar 
System and alien 
and space ship 
making, and 
participated in 
the “Save the Orangutan” day. 

Our outdoor space has been the scene 
of fun games such as Stuck in the 
Mud, Crocodile Crocodile and Duck 
Duck, alongside sport group games of 
Basket Ball, Soccer and Balloon Tennis. 
We have purchased some outdoor 
game equipment such as grip ball, 
scoop ball, the squeeky chicken game, 
stepping walking pods and dancing 
ribbon scarves, along with a wooden 
garage, dolls house & furniture and a 
pop up tent for inside. We are also in 
the process of installing an outside 
shed to help with the storage of this 
equipment.

We have introduced a news time in 
after school care where the children 
have the opportunity to share, 
talking news or bring in a treasure 
to talk about and show friends. We 
also have a children’s sign in and out 
folder for them to sign (just for fun), 
which some of them love. 
Any suggestions, feedback or 
thoughts from families would be 
appreciated and there is a suggestion 
and communication book available in 
the red magazine holder on the sign 
in desk.

A few reminders:
- Please call or text the OSHC mobile 

for any extra bookings or absences.

During Vacation Care please:
- Remember that our opening time is 

8am, not 7am.
- Remember to provide your child 

with a hat, jumper and a change of 
clothes.

- Pack extra food during Vacation 
Care.

The Rosellas Team..

Games and Fun
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What’s New

Koalas Room

We have had a lot of new children 
join our Koala Room over the past 
few months, and sadly some some 
have left to move away. We would like 
to welcome all our new children and 
families to the Koala Room. 

Over the past few months our program 
has been based on the children’s 
interest and development, allowing 
them to grow through play and in a 
fun environment.

Some of the experiences the children 
have been enjoying have been, 
transport, construction blocks, farm 
animals, playdough, books and 
sensory play.

We have also been focusing on shapes, 
colour recognition  and numbers. 
Recently we  enjoyed involving the 
children in a plant growing experience. 
We have had lots of fun so far this year, 
with more things planned.

We look forward to working alongside 
all our families.

The Koala Staff

Interest based play and 
development.


